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HELPING- THE QOOD PLAYS

A better way was found to pro-
mote clean and wholesome theatrical
productions than by assiling an ob-
jectionable play, and thus giving it
much free advertising. This im-
provement in methods is now em-
ployed by the Drama League Cen-
ters in all large cities which issue
indorsements of good productions.

The game method was applied to
motion pictures by the Truth So-
ciety of Washington. This society
compiles a “white lidt” of motion
picture productions. The experiment
has been watched with keen interest.
It will be gratifying to its support-
ers to learn that Philadelphia has so
far approved it as to arrange a sim-
ilar plan. There a committee of
Catholic men and women prominent
in business, professional and social
life, will issue indorsements of good
plays. and let the bad ones die of
inertia.

This procedure should be consid-
ered by persons of 2!l denominations
who are inclined to think they may
do good by assailing a particular
picture, The result of such exploi-
tation almost invariably is to in-
crease the patronage at the exhibi-
tion of the picture under fire. To
encourage good productions is the
best demonstration to the theater
owners and motion picture producers
that decency pays.

THE BLUE BOOK OF CRIME

The Government is ambout to issue
its most exclusive directory. Beside
it the Congressional Directory is a
mere collection of many names.
Even the diplomatic list and the
army and navy register are larger
and considerahly more inclusive. No
one gets his picture in those; and
this directory also is to be an al-
bum. ‘

The directory is to contain but 150
names, and with each name there
will be a description and picture of
an escaped crimingl. Anyone who
is inclined to wviolate the Federal
statutes, and then try to escape pun-
ishment, would do well to study this
register.

An analysis of its contents would
be even more of a deterrent to

would-be law breakers. Only nine- |

teen of the 150 persons included
really achieved the distinction of
breaking from Federal penitenti-
arles. The other 131 simply broke
away from jails, pending their in-
carceration in penitentiaries.

But the really elite of the whole
150 number only five men. For four-
teen of those wanted by peniten-
tiaries never really broke away, but
are prisoners who disappeared while
on parole. All of this points to the
conclusion that Uncle Sam, general-
ly pictured as a kindly and jovial
gentleman, is relentless in his pur-
suit of offenders. He has been known
to keep waich for men for a decade,
and even a score of years, and he

_has tracked them from continent to
continent and clear around the
world.

THE BECKER CASE ENDED

Charles Becker, former powerful
official of the New York police, died
in the electric chair today, in expi'a-
tion of a murder which admittedly
he did not commit, He was convicted
of murder in the first degree for
that he conspired to procure the
death of Herman Rosenthal, There
was no element of reasonable doubt
in the case. He had been convicted
twice, and his efforts for new trial
and executive clemency had failed.

There are two people to whom
sympathy must go out; two whose
experiences in the last days preced-
ing the electrocution have been only
less fearful than those of the con-
demned man himself, They are Mrs.
Becker, loyal and devoted to the end,
and Governor, Whitman, who stood
unmoved by what he conceived to be
his duty. The interview between
the governor and Mrs. Becker, with-
in the last hours before the execu-
tion, was the last strain for both of
them. Both are entitled to honor for
the parts they played.

For Becker to have escaped the
chair, under all the circumstances,
would have been a misfortune to the
State of New York. Even opponents
of capital punishment, of whom this
newspaper is one, must agree to
that. So long as death is prescribed
a# the last penalty for such a crime,
it must be exacted in such cases if
the law shall not fall into disrepute,
The man who murders with the hand
of another, in virtue of possessing
the powers that are vested in an
officer of the law, is peculiarly a
dangerous character. He is a living,
official, authorized treason against
the law of the land. For moral ef-
fect, it was far more necessary that
Becker should pay the full exaction

thiap that the miserable tools whom

he sent to do the cowardly act
should be punished in the last de-
[’I:FF_ Becker was a pmtection to
criminals and an instigator of crime,
when he was sworn to be just the
opposite, For such a’career of con-
spiracy against all law, faith, in-
tegrity, as he headed, there could be
only one punishment; it must be
the heaviest that the law provided.
Governor Whitman, though his po-
sition as both prosecutor and judge
was particularly painful, did exactly
the right thing.

PARIS AND WARSAW

It is too early in the new era of
cheerful feeling on the part of the
allies, to assume that brief checks
of the German forces presage the
salvation of Warsaw. Such checks
are inevitable in such a smashing
and extended campaign. The events
of the last three months in the
eastern war arena point to the proba-
bility that the Polish capital will be
taken; and that probability persists
despite the really wonderful showing
of staying quality that the Russians
are making.

But on the other side it is not to
be regarded as certain that Warsaw
will fall. Twice the Germans have
made tremendous drives against it,
and twice they have failed to at-
tain it. They got nearer to Paris at
the beginning of the war than they
have ever been since, but Paris did
not pass into their hagds. The War-
saw of today is defended by better
works than it possessed at the time
of the two earlier attacks, for the
1Russians have had time to gridiron
the whole region with th~ very kind
of fortifications: that this war has
proved most effective. In short, the
lines about Warsaw have been devel-
oped much as have those in the west-
ern theater, where the war has be-
come a siege. Germany and Austria
have unquestionably concentrated
greater forces for the present Po-
land campaign than they put into
the east on either of the former oc-
casions; but they have been com-
pelled to use great numbers of poor-
er troops because of the decimation
of their first-line forces. It is prob-
able that on the average the Russian
personnel is better today than at
the opening of the war, and the
German-Austrian, man for man,
poorer,

This iz another way of saying
that, if Warsaw is not taken, it will
be a sharp suggestion that the in-
evitable exhaustion process has be-
gun to tell on the Teutonic allies,
who have by far the less human re-
sources. Indeed, it will be so strong-
ly indicative of this situation that a
failure before Warsaw now would go
ifar to dishearten the central coun-
tries. It would remind them that
'with all their magnificent prepara-

ition and the advantage of the tiger's
leap at the outset, they had failed
‘thrice at Warsaw, failed for a year
before Paris, failed at Calais. They
would have overrun:a considerable
area, but not have broken the enemy
at any point of primary importance.

Indeed, the fall of Warsaw might

many will be constantly confronting
the need more and more to conserve
her store of military lives. She may
have produced synthetic albumen,
and extracted nitrates from the air;
she cannot turn soldiers oui of her
laboratories. To fail at Warsaw
would be to sustain a fricht{ul hu-
man and economic sacrifice without
conclusive results, and realization of
that fact is the best reason for the
expectation that Warsaw will be
taken. The two Kaisers simply
must take it; to fail would be a
moral defeat even more impressive
than the military.

Grand Duke Nicholas is preducing
a demonstration of masterly capac-
|ity in retreat; a capacity worthy of
!Washington. of Lee, of Joffre. He
‘has managed not to suffer a deter-
‘minative loss at any time or place;
| and the losses that have been inflict-
led upon him he can stand better
|than his enemy can afford to pay the
costs. If it is a question of muni-
tions, the tide should presently he
turning in favor of Russia; for we
know that Archangel and Viadivo-
stok are choked with these; that
Japan, America and Fngland, at
least, are contributing to the needs
{of Russia; that there is every rea-
'son to believe the point iz near at
{which the allies will begin to show
their superiority to the Germans in-
| ability to produce and to sustain pro-
duetion.

Finally, Warsaw is not at last the
real prize, If the grand duke saves
his army, Warsaw will be a good
\deal of an emptiness.

QERMAN SUBMARINE MISTAKES

The German newspapers and the
German militarist party are no more
mistaken in their reading of Presi-
dent Wilson’s note to mean that he
would deprive them of their sfrong-
est weapon, the submarine, than
they are in imagining that the sub-
marines have yet done anything to
determine the outcome of this war.

The submarines have outraged the
senses of all civilization. They have
not prevented the allies from get-
ting, transporting, and delivering
war and other supplies from all
parts of the globe,
I The submarines
neutral opinion.

have alier_mted
They have mot

| gressive effort in the New York con-

be bought at too great a price. Ger-|

'diminished either the war fleets or
the merchant fleets of the allies.

I Great Britain has turned out
!dozens more of new war vessels and
hundreds more of new merchant
vessels than the submarines have de-
stroyed. Great Britain, after a year
of ravages by the undersea scourge,
has greater fleets of battle and
greater fleets of commerce by far
than she had on the day the war
broke out.

It is not a serious thing, therefore,
for the allies that the Germans are
passionately determined to persist in
their submarine warfare, whether
against enemy warships or enemy
;merchant ships; and their right to
continue this warfare, if they want
to, is not officially questioned now by
either the American people or Presi-
dent Wilson,
| But it may become a very serious
thing that the German people are so
jinfatuated with their submarine
{polley and are so deluded about our
{purpose to suppress it, as the only
|possible way for the allies to survive
the war with Germany, thst the
German newspapers, whether they
are so blinded with their resentment
that they cannot see the truth or
whether they are so dead set against
the truth that they refuse to see it,|
cen convince the German people
that what the American Nation de-
mands is that the submarine shall
give over their warfare against
enemy ships, It doesn’t demand any-
thing of the sort. The American
people are not going to demand it.
Yet if the German people can'be
made to believe so by their militarist
press gnd leaders there is always
danger of & breach between the two
countries,

THE SHORT BALLOT FIQHT

It had been supposed that the case
for the short ballot had heen made
|so complete and convincing that
{even the extreme reactionaries would
inot attempt to defeat that one pro-

stitutional convention. Even among
men who are regarded as decidedly
conservative about the new constitu-
tion, the short ballot has strong sup-
port. Ex-Senator Root received a
letter from Senator Wadsworth,
urging this measure of reform, and
when it was made public at Albany
there was immediate response from
the opponents of the short ballot,
who declared that the program look-
ed to taking the government out of
the hands of the people,

All experience with the short bal-
lot proves the contrary. Every man
{who has voted knows that much of
ithe voting is done in the dark. Even
the best informed man, voting one
of the blanket ballots that might
serve as a ‘bedspread in a wmine-foot
State, knows that in a large propor-
tion of cases he doesn't know the in-
dividuals for and against whom he
must vote. Below the top of the
ticket, little thought is given to per-
{sonnel. There is some measure of
independent voting, of course; a par-
ticularly bad candidate against
whom a vieious and effective fight
is made may be “cut" seriously or
even beaten. But the chances are
that the “tail goes with the hide;”
the top of the ticket “pulls through”
the remainder.

Under the short ballot plan the
mayor and commission of a city be-
come the real administration; they
name the officers who under the old

system would have been elected.
Under this plan, the governor of z!
State is vested with the appointive |
{power over a wide range of officers
inow elected by the people. The!
nearest complete example of the
short ballot or commission system of |
selecting officials is the Government |
of the United States. We elect a,
| President, and he in turn chooses
'his Cabinet. In most States, the of- |
| ficers corresponding to the Cabineti
lare elected; a great number of of-|
ficers of rank, much lower rank than!
{that corresponding to the Cabinet,
are elected, The result is that there
is no centralization of responsibility,
no assurance that unity of policy |
will prevail. '

Imagine, for a moment, what|
would have happened to the United
States if Mr. Bryan had been an
elective Secretary of State, holding'
exactly the same commission from |
the people that President Wilson
'held! He could not have been re-|
'Guired to adopt the views of Presi- |
Ident or Administration in the man- |
agement of his foreign policy. He
could have gone ahead as he pleased.
It would manifestly bé an utterly
impossible situation in a National
Administration. Yet the system of
electing all State officers produces a
precise parallel to that very condi-
tion, in the State governments.

If by any hook or crook the oppo-
sition to the short ballot should man-
age to keep that provision out of the
inew constitution of New York, there
would be no further uncertainty
about the fate of the constitution,
It would be as certain of defeat as
anything ever is before the accom.
plished fact.

The society leader who was tossed
over a clif was no climber.

It took Sheriff Kinkead to pour
water on the troubled Standard Oil.

The pen may be mightier than the
sword, but suppose John Bull asks
Henry James to trade weapons,
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BOARD WON'T HEAR
PROTEST OF LABOR

Allegations That Banks Are Un-
neutral Not Credited by Fed-
eral Reserve Body.

The Tederal Reserve Baard will not
grant a public hearing on chargea filed
by Lalor's Natlonnl Peace Council, con-
taining-allegations that members of the
Federnl reserve mystem, and Federal
reserve banks were unneutral in that
they were digcounting paper and mak-
Ing credit extenslons that practically
financed the purchase of war munitions
In the United \States. g

Notice to this effect has been served
by letter upon former Congressman
Fowler of 1llinols, counsel for the coun-
ofl,

The formal protest Hfled with the
Reserve Board was given consideration
al a meeting yesterday, and the entire
compluint practically shelved. Much of
the complaint was directed against the
hirm o1 Morgan & Co. It was
charged that this concern Was using
the Federal reserve banks in a con-
eplracy ngalnst the neutrality of the
United Btates, in flnuncing war orders
for the allies. It was specified that the
firrm was responsgible for loans and dia-
counts and advances by member banka
Amounting to w0000, und alse for
the arrangement of $20,000,000 redis-
counts by Federal reserve banks, all
of which, it was contended, had been
used in pursuance of transactions In
Fupport ot the allied governmenta,

i his letter, Chaitman Hamlin of the
board sald that the allegation by the
councll had been carefully considered,

and the board concluded that it 18
without jurisdiction to try the case pre-
kented. Mr, Fowler was requested to

furnish the names of directors against
whom he had made charges of profiting
from rediscount transactions of certaln
reserve banks,

In {ts complaint the peacs ecouncil
#nld: “We charge that officers and
directors of member banks and Fed-
ernl  reserve banks, possesing gullty

knowledge, have alded and abetted
consplrators and at the request of the
congpiratora have sedulously concealed
from yocur honorable board, the Comp-
troller of the Currency and the na-

tional bank examiner, the real char-
neter  of these  transactions and
true purposes for which the moneys
were belng used, and that officers and
directors of the member bankas and
Federal reserve banks have been In-

duced so to do by the conspiratora,
In some cases through personal profit,
to be derived from the transactioms.'
The Federal Reserve Hoard would be
Interested in this charge (f true. It
would constitute a violation of law.

MANY EVENTS LISTED
FOR CAPITAL TODAY

Meetings and Entertainments to
Be Held in Every Section of
City by Various Societies.

Today.
Knighis of Pythias -Syracusians, No 10;
Rathbone Temple, No. 8
Oad Fellows—Columbla, Ne, 10; Balem, No.

s No 13
of Amertca—Waashingion

16ms,

2. Uovenant,

Modern Woodmen
Camp, No, 11484, Central Camp, No,
Lincoin Camp, 12456,

Operetta at Cirover Cleveland Echool, Fighth
and T streets northwest, by Margaret Wil-
wn Bocial Venter. S p.om

Fufframge rally. ausplces of the Congressional
I'nion for Woman Suffrage, Glen Echo,
sening.

Demonstration of life saving methoda Wil-
bert E. Longfellow, public bathing pools,
1 A, m.

Concert, I'nited Etates Soldiers’ Home Band,
at Home, 840 p. m

Mesting, Mid City Cltizens’ Asseciation, 1009
Seventh street northwest, 8 p. m

Amusements.
Columbian—Mnatlan pictures, 2 and 10:46 p. m.
H. F. Keith's~Vaudeville, 2:15 and 8:15 ju.. m,
Cosmon—Vuudeville, rontinuous
Garden—FPhotoplays, 11 a. m. to 11 p. m,
Crandall’s—Photoplays, 11 a. m. te 11 p. m.
Glen Echo Park -Open-alr amusements, &l

dayv and svening
Marshall Hall-Outdoors attractions, all day
#nd evening,

Tomorrow,
Odd Fellows—Tatriarche Militant 4rili,

Attend B. & O. Reunion.

Many Washingtonlans attended the
thirty-fourth reunion of employes of
the Baltimore and Ohlo Ral!lroad held
#t Island Park, Harpers Ferry, yesters
Illness prevented Jennle Smith,
who Is known us the rallroad evangelist,
from attending, She is the orlginator of
the annual reunlons.

Concert Today

By the U. 8. Soldiers' Home
Band, Bandstand, at 6:40

JOHN 8. M. ZIMMERMANN,
Director.

March, “The Crusaders”....... Sousa
Overture, “Festlval®.......... Leutner
A water scene, “The Narcissus'
Nevin
Selection, *'lsle o'Dreams"
Dleott-Ball
Intermezzo, “Sparklets”.........Mlles
Fantasia, “Reminiscences of
RUSBIA™ ... iiveiriivinnsnenes Tobanl
Finale, “Tickle, Toes".......couu. Penn
"The Star-Spangled Bgnner.”
By the U. 8. Engineer Band,

Judiciary Park, 7:30 o'clock.

FRANK J, WEBER, Chlef Musiclan,

March, “The Glory of the Yankes

NaVY " oriierivrrrrnrrrensnsas ", Bousa

Overture, "“RKuy DBlas"
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

Baritone solo, "“Debutante..... Clark
(Performed by Corporal Wibljte.
hauser.)

Bulte de Rallet, “'Copelia'....Delibes

(a) “"March of the Bell”
(b) “Valse of the Hours"
(e) "Duance of the Automatons”
(d) "Village Wedding"
(ey “Hungarian Dance'
Selection, “Sweethearts”......Herbert
Waltz, "Jolly Fellows™ Vollstedt
Reminiscences of Scotland..Godfrey
Twu-step, “The Gallamft Seventh'
Brockenshire
“The Star-Spangled Banner"

= !

ONE YEAR OF WAR IN EUROPE

'AS SEEN IN ENGLAND

By ED L. KEEN.
® LONDON, July 30.—England atarts
upon the second year of the great
war with declded advantages over
her position of twelve months ago.

Bhe has command of the seas. She
has an army, trained and in tratning,
of nearly 3,000,000 men, Her ‘‘expe-
ditlonarvy force” ‘in France ia now
firmly intrenched In a position re-
garded as Impregnable, even If the
prospects of making a succesful gen-
eral offensive movement are not im-
mediate. Her airmen have establlsh-
e.d beyond question thelr superiority
in skill and daring over those of the
enemy. She Is bullding a great asrial
fleet. She has at last begun with all
the resources at her command, ma-
terjal and human, to manufacture o
preponderating quantity of arms and
ammunition—of the right sort. Bhe
has back of her a united nation and
A united emplirs.

The war found her unprepared
not only from the military stand-
point, but politically, The liberal
government was, apparently, riding
for a fall. There had been all but
mutiny in the army. The Irish had
become more turbulent then ever. Bir
Edward Carson had established his
“provisionel government of Ulster,”
and revolution was In sight. India
was seething with psedition, Even
Canada had shown signs of tiring of
the restraint of mother's .apron
strings. Industrial unrest waas at its
height. Altogether things were In &
very bad way,

Now most of these troubles have
disapppeared. Some of them remalined
longer than others, it is true. It has
been a year of readjustment. Lib-
erala and conservatives, radicals and
torles, now sleep In the same bed.
So far aa the Irish disaffection, upon
which the Kalser counted ao fondly—
thanka to the lack of underatanding
on the part of his emissaries—Ias con-
cerned. that vanished almost over
night. It was a short way from Tip-
perary. Sir Edward Carson, whom
they were about te lock up in the
Tower, I8 now atlorney general of
Great Britaln, and John Redmond
could be In the cablinet If he wanted
to. One hundred and twenty-five
thousand Irlshmen have jolned the
King's army. Natlonalists and union-
ists—70.000 of the former and §0,000 of
the latter—instead of drenching Ire-
land with each other's blood are
fighting side by side under the Union
Jack.

Canada heard the call to arms and
responded at once with 33,000 men to
whom she had been adding regularly
since. They—or rather what Is left
of them--are serving In the trenches
along with Ghurkas from India
Australians and New Zealandera to-
Eether with Welshmen and Scots- '
men are engaged in the Dardanelles
in ene of the most valorous cam-
;'r_nhmn in the history of warfare.

he sgporadie uprising In South Af-
rica has been suppressed, and the
Ereat mass of Hoers agalnst whom
England" conducted her unrighteous
war fiftesn years ago, with General
Rotha at thelr head, have eonquered
German Southwest Afriea for Eng-
Iand. Labor and capital have joined
their forces in the conflict. .

There has been mugh talk of con-
seription of late, bol military and

induatrial. The leaders of the nation
still believe England can win with-
out either, and if the recent re-

sponse of the manhood of the coun-
try Is any criterion, they are right,
But they are gremrrd for conscrip-
tion, If that should prove to be the
only molutlon. The national regis-
ter scheme looks as if It were a step
in that direction The machinery
for conscription {8 to be created,
but only to be utilized In the grav-
cst emergency.

Although she hns lost her cock-
rureness, England has by no means
Ingt hope. She reallzes now that the
struggle may be long and desperate.
But the Ilnnger the better for her
and her allles In the end. Military
writers. many of them, say Ger-
many has now reached the maxi-
mum of her eMciency, while Eng-
land has only got a Rood start to-
ward that al. With the houndleas
reaources of the Britlsh emplire still
to Araw upon England helievea ultl-
mate victory for the allies can only
be a question of time—If the spirit
that now dominates Engiand con-
tinues.

If it is to be a war of exhaustion,

ghe pays, then the odds are in favor
of England and her allles,

+ AB SEEN IN FRANCE

By WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS.

PARIS, July 30,—~One year ago to-
morrow, the general mobilization
order was posted In France calling
the men to the colors. This was
war. Today her leaders consider the
erisls passed and that victery Is only
a question of time.

The minister of war, M. Alexander
Millerand, has announced that the
German offensive s broken and that
the defenaive soon will be. Prime
Minister Rene Vivianl, in an Inter-
view granted me, declared German
resources in money and supplles to
be In & bad way, and M. Victor Au-
gagneur, minister of the navy, has
told me that Germany's submarine
war cannot have any effect on the
final jssue.

France, therefore, Is confident, but
not over-confident. Bhe realizes that
there s yet much work to be done.
8he argues, however, that {f Ger-
many, with her fiying start and an
army in the pink of condition and at
itsa maximum strength, could not
shatter the French army, caught off
ita guard by a ‘‘brusk attack,” the
Kalser's forces are helpless now.
For not only has France recovered
from that sudden firat hlow when she
stood alone to receive it, but Is
fitter now than at the start of ths
war, The English are dally increas-
ing In number and the Russian ava-
lanche Is consldered Inexhaustible.

Any Frenchman, or Frenchwoman,
will tell you It is only a question of
time,

France has astoniashed the world
by her staying qualities, by her un-
animity of purpose and by her ac-
complishments, llere are some of
her deeds during the first year of the
War;

8he accomplished her own soll-
darity.

She frustrated Germany's original
plan of eampalgn.

She won the victory of the Marne,
saving Paris.

8he defeated the German attempt
to take Dunkirk, Calals, Boulogne
and other English Channel ports.

Bhe forced the Germans to accept
either retirement from France and
Belglum or a winter campalgn In
trenches.

Bhe completed the reorganiszation
of her army, under way when war
caught her.

Bhe made an army of Individuala,
temperamentalists, and thinkera thto
an army of tenacious veterans, two
to one more efficlent than at the
outset of the, war.

She banighed the ghost of 1870, =

She learmed to fight as the other
fellow fights; by burrowing.

She retook part of Alsace, her lost
province.

Fhe stopped the crown prince
Verdun.

She held’ Nancy, the eastern gate
ta Parls

Bhe c¢reated heavy artillery, lack-
ing at the start.

S8he ousted shirkers from safe po-
sitions back of the line and sent
them to the trenches, and brought
out of the trenchea mechanics, en-
gincers, and others needed for war
material factorfes.

Bhe sent a large expeditionary
force to the Dardanellea.

She bottled the Austrian fleet In
the Adriatic just as England bottled
the German fleet at Klel, keeping
the Mediterfanean open. 4

She successfully launched all war
financial measures.

She abolished absonthe and put
other intoxiemnts under control.

She provided for the familiesa of
noldlera,

8he cared
and provided homes
ment for Belgians.

Bhe placed women In men's jobs
and kept the economic life of the
country going.

She kept calm deapite Invasion of
her territory., backel her soldiers
with a patient, tolling, united citi-
zenry: and, much to her credit, has
yet to utter the first word of eritl-
clsm againet any one of her allles.

France was never 8o calm as now,
Ehe has suffered—and ls st!ll suffer-
ing cruelly—but she has not com-
plained. Her feeling runs too deep
for outward show, thila revealing
a little-known trait of the French.

Judging by what France has ac-
comphshed during the first year of
the war, and by her prepent deadly
calm, the powers of central Europe
have a hot time in etore for them
during the second year of the war,
which begina Sunday.

at

for her own refumgees
and nourish-

AS SEEN IN GERMANY

By CARL W. ACKERMAN.

BERLIN, July 30.—Germany's as-
weta after a year's warfare can be
summed up thus:

Possesslon of Rusalan Poland, Hel-
gluf, and northern France—terri-
tory as Ilarge angd rich as New Fing-
land and New York.

The Fatherland entirely fi'ee of the
enemy, save for a small strip of
Western Alsace.

Powerful and active submarine and

z?nun fleets,
tradition for the navy.

An army still capable of offensive
operations everywhere in the" war
theaters. And hundreds of thousands
of men capable of bearing arins, not
yet called to the colors.

Flnances unimpaired—the only
belligerent which has not borrowed
heavily, openly or In secret, in for-
eign Innds, and which has neither de-
clared a moratorium nor canceled
public debts,

A million citizens in neutral lands
ready to return home and help Ger-
mAny recuperate after the wur,

Territory practically undamaged by
the ravagea of war.

Germany's losses duripg the year's
struggle are;

Over one half of her colonial em-
pire captured,

All her overseas commerce tempor-

arily destroyed,
fifty thousand

Two hundred and
soldlers Kkilled.

Expenditure of about $2,500,000,000.

The war' has given Germany these
heroes:

The Kaiser,

Field Marshal von Hindenbearg, who
won the battle of the Mazurian lakes,
freed East Prussia from the Slavs
and pricked the bubble of Rusaia's
irresistible might.

General von Haeseler, who led
the German rush Into Franee,

Lieutenant von der Linden, who
with fifteen men captured a fort at
Naman, Belgium, without firing a
shot and permitted the Germans to
begin the rout of the alliea.

Commander Otto Weddigen, of the
submarine U-23, who sank four Brit-
ish crulsers In the North Bea and
who finally met his death when his
submarine was sunk by a British
ship flying the Bwedish flag. -

Captain von Muecks, a lieutenant
of the famous gea ralder Emden,
who led the Cocos Island landing
?lﬂ. from the Emden safely back
o l!erlln‘ after the Emden was
sunk.

Admiral von Spee. who sank onas
British aquadron and preferred to
fight with hiz own squadron om the
Falklands until ships and crews
went to the bottom rather ghan sur-
render to an overwhelmingly supe-
rior British Neet,

The naval heroes equal those of
the army. Germany helieves the
tradition established for her navy
by the initiatlve, cournge, and abll-
ity of her sallors during the past
year one of the most valuable ben-
efits the war has conferred on her.
The men who have died at sea for
the Yatheriand will have their
namer {nscribed on Imperishable
rolln as new inapiration for the
empire When the npresent war
broke the German navy was an un-
tried iInstrument. 1t had learned
all it knew of sea fighting by ma-
neuyvers and studyv,

The war has demonsatraated enn-
clusively to Germany that man for
man the FEnellsh, with all their cen-
turira of mea training, area not the
equnls of the Germans. One of the
major surprises of the war ls the
comparative Inefficlency of Eng-
land’'s naval commanders. The
manner in which Admiral Cradock
allowed himself to be out-maneuv-
ered in the Chllean coast oattl ehy
Admiral voen Bpee, the futility of
the FEngllsh attempt to force the
Dardanelles, and the disputes of the
admiralty in London, culminatineg in
the open mutiny of Baron Fisher,
are all bellaved hy the Germnans as
representative  Incidents, showingz
Hritish naval prestiee has been per-
manently injured. The activities of
the German submarines are among
the moat potent ecauses of German
optimism a8 a new vear of warfars
begine. The Germans don’t expect
thelr underseas bhoata to destrov the
English navy, or 8o to reduce It as
to permit the German high seas
fisat tn venture forth to  battle
This bhellef dld prevall for a short
time after Admiral von Weddigen's
exploits In the North Sea, but (it
is no longer held, Nevertheless, the
onerations against England's mer-
chant fleet are considered to he see-
ond caly In importance to undersea

attncks agalnst warahips them-
aelves,
The Germana are convinced that

the rubmarines have demoralized
Britain’s confidence That s whv
the government will not abanden
ita submarine poliey, no matter how
long the war may go on,

LETTERS TO TIMES MAIL BAG

Wants Public Utilities Commiaaionl
To Abate As a Nuisance the !'u,:-
tice of Standing Between Seats in

Street Cars.

Tn the Editor of THE TIMER:

The reasons put forth by the atreet
rallway companies why it {s impossible
for them to prevent people standing in
between the seats on the open cars
might be amuaing were it not a very
serious matter, indeed. 1 myself have
seen, time and again, serious personal
dlfficulties narrowly averted on account
of this practice. Nothing {8 more offen-
sive, nav disgusting, to one who has
pald his or her fare for a seat than
to have another passenger wedge him-
self or herself In front in the narrow
space: especially is this so during the
summer waather.

To have to endure, tv have to breathe,
to have to bear the foetld odor coming
from a perspiring human body (and
some people are cleaner than others),
tries the patience sorely, and when a
line of such passengers crowd into the
narrow passage, then even breathing
becomes difficult for those who are
occupying the seats.

It is amazing that the street car coms-
panies offer the arguments they do in
favor of a continuance of this unbear-
able practice. The average person, it
must be sald, wouid not dream of stand-
ing In front of the face of another
seated passenger, but there are plenty
who have no compunctions on this
acore.

It {s a most offensive practice, and
should by all means be abated as a
nulsance by the Public Utllities Com-
misston at the earliest moment, There is
no argument in {ts favor. It is not re-
spectable nonsense to put forth the ar-
guments which are Insisted upon by the

slreel car vompandy. =
C. F. FARRINGTON,

Washington, July 27.

Thinks Senator Hoke Smith's “Ani-l
mosity” Against Great Britam-Is
Causing Him To Betray the Real
Interests of His Constituents.

To the Editor of THE TIMES:

I am much Interested in your reply to
Senator Hoke Smith's letter, and ex-
cept In one technical particular you
seem to have far the better of the argu-
ment.

Contraband Is defined as “contrary to'!
ban,'” but articles or materinls used or

which may be used In warfare are only
usually considered as contraband. When,

however, a blockade |8 declared all
articies and materials become contra-
band where the attempt ia made to run
them through the blockade, and In The
Bermuda, 8 Whallace, 614, and In many
other cases, the Supreme Court held
that ulterlor destination to a blockaded
port infecled the primary voyage to a
neutral port (Nassau) and made the
whole cargo contraband. Though he
does not say #o, Senator Smith's whole
contention ls evidently based upon The
FPeterhoff, 5 Wallace, 25, In which the
SBupreme Court, though affirming the
principle announced in the Bermuda
case, declded that goods properly docu-
mented to Matamoras, Mexlico, a neutral
bort. and which are not ordinarily con-
traband. could not be condemned and
conflacated., even though it may have
been the ultimate intention to transport
them overland Into the State of Texas.
The same decision confiscated all cap-
tured articles ordinarily recognized as
contraband and also all the goods ship-
ped by the owner of such contraband
regardless of their non-contraband char-
acter.

Under the Peterhoff decision any
goods shipped to Norway or Sweden,
wilth Germany as the ultimate destina-
tion, would, apparently, be contraband,
while goods, ordinarily non-contraband,
shipped to Holland would not be llable
to confiscation, even though the ultl-
mate destinatlon was overland to Ger-
many.

The decisions in the Bermuda, Peter-
hoff, and other cases are binding upon
the United States until set aside, but,
while they have great [nfluence, they
fare not absolutely binding upon the
rest of the world.

Benator Smith could have otherwise
accounted for the diminuition In the
thipment of cotton had he desired to
do 80, as he Is doubtless aware that, in
proportion, Germany, even under block-
ade, is getting more cotton than France
and Huasia, not blockaded,

The trouble is that the Senator seems
to be an anglophobe and from the be-
ginning has adopted pro-German views.

When the Lusitania was sunk the
Senator, with one or two other Ameri-
cans, joined in with Dernburg and othep
Germans in declaring In effect that the
Americans who lost the'r lives had no
business on the Lusitania, or any other
British ship, and that Inasmuch as they
had been warned by Germany not to
travel on such ships we hud no just
complaint against Germany,

The Lusitania was a public earrier,
and any American citizen had the right

to travel thereon without risk under tha
protective principles of iInternational
law. The new theory adopted by the
Benator was made exclusively In Ger-
many since the war began and under
it no person should he punished for
crime if he warned his vietim in ad-
vance not to exercise =pecified rights,
Subsequently in a slgned statement
Senator Smith declared in effeet that
the offense of England In preventing
free shipments of cotton through neu-
trals to Germany is a far EBreater of-
fense than that of Germany in unlaw-

fully destroying American life &and
property.,
In his letter 1o you the Senator

clalms that his attempt to Involve the
Government with England and her al-
lles ia made ‘in behalf of the rights of
my constituents when those rights are
belng trampled upon by Great Britain."
Senator Smith cannot be regarded as
looking solely after the Interest of his
constituents because he knows that we
have always exported nearly two and a
half times a8 much cotton to England
And her allies as we have Lo Germany
and her allles.

If we should go to war with Great
Britain and her =allies at his behest
where would the cotton then go? It
seemns that his anlmosity against Great
Britain 18 causing him to betray the
real Interssts of his constituents. In-
ftead of advocatlng the truth and ex-
plaining that this terrible war must of
necessity affect in one way or the other
almost everybody, regardless of Brit sh
or other regulations, he i= trying to en-
riuke his people by making them helievs
that Great Hritain 8 responsible for all
the losses Lthey huve sustuined,

The allles may have offended in soma
ways, but in othera they have been exe
traordinarily conslderate of American
interests,  During the late civil war
British ships and their cargoes were
conflecated whenever they were caught
in running an _ ineffective  bloekade.

Great Hritalh with an effeetlve bloik-
ade. Instead of confiscuting our prop-
erty, selees the vessels and afterwnrdas
lets them go, paying for the cargovs,

On the other hand the only reason
that Germany has not sunk all Ameri-
can and other vessels, Including the cur-
rlers of cotton, I8 that ghe has not had
the power to do so,

If Germanys should succeed in her nt-
tempted submarine blockade and sink
all cotton shipments to England and
her wllies what then will Senator Smith

HOMER GUERRY,

say?
Washington, July 5,




